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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. \tive. On its altars the fire had burned for centu- 
Ma. Evrron,—As a subscriber to your useful| pes, Jehovah bad descended in the cloud, and 
aper, Lhave taken the liberty to send you, for) filled the house with his glory. Here was the ark, 
exposition, the first chapter of the second epistle| the Urim and the Thummim ; here the God of Is- 
of Paul, the apostle, to the Thessalonians. The| rae] hat ;iaced his name. The cherubims still 
verses of which, in particular, I wish to have ex-| stretched their wings over and covered the mer- 
plained, (as agreeing with the doctrine of Uni-|cy-seat ; and Jerusalem boastingly claimed an 
versal Salvation,) are the 7th, 8th, and 9th. By | exclusive prerogative, and was proudly proclaim- 
complying with my request, you will not only con-| ed the only city of the God of Heaven! 
jer afavour on me, bat on several persons of my/ This was the state of affairs when Paul wrote 
acquaintance, of the Calvinistic order ; and one, | his epistle to the contemned and persecuted fol- 
in particular, who is an officer of high standing in| jowers of the despised and calumniated Jesus. It 
a church of that description in this city, and by| was those, thus troubled, that Paut encouraged to 
whose request I send you this passage ; being one | jook for rest, when Jesus “should be revealed 
which be himself selected from the many hua-| from Heaven, (not in person, but in) flaming fire, 
dreds of those, which, (according to him,) the | with his angels, taking vengeance on” these Jews, 
Scriptures abound, to prove, undeniably, the fal-| who persecuted all who followed, or acknow- 
sity of the doctrine of Universal Salvation. ledged him asthe Messiah. That this is the only 
Yours, respectfully. S. B. P. | tue understanding of the passage, and the des- 
I The above should have had precedence of traction spoken of, the destruction of the city and 
“C.W.’ The omission was purely accidental ;/temple of Jerusalem, and the dispersion of the 
and will, it is hoped, be excused. Ep. | Jews, the Scripture abundantly testifies. Isaiah 
REMARKS. vi. speaks of this time, as well as other prophets, 
2 Thess. i. 7, 8, 9. “ And to you who are troub-| who testified of God's purpose in the salvation of 
led rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be re-| a guilty world. We have so often enumerated the 
vealed from Heaven with his mighty angels, in| various testimonies which prove the accomplish- 
Jaming fire, taking vengeance on them that kaow | ment of the prophecies at the destruction of Je- 
not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our] rusalem, which ended the dipsensation of types 
Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with|and shadows, and introduced the Mediatorial 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the}kingdom of Christ, that our readers, we fear, 
Lord, and from the glory of his power.” During! would be fatigued with a repetition. Suffice it, 
the time the Jewish people were tributary to the | therefore, to say, that the testimonies we have ad- 
Romans, and their rulers appointed by that gov-| duced never have been confuted in their applica- 
erament, the Jews, by every method in their pow-|tion ; neither have we ever found the person who 
er, stirred up the Romans to persecute and slay | dared to reply in form, or even make the attempt! 
the Christians; and, on pretence that they were| Namely—Matt. x. 23, “ But when they persecute 
hostile to the Roman empire, acted covertly | you in this city, flee ye into another : for verily 
agtinst them, and, with malice and hatred in their|{ say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the 
hearts, evil entreated all who named the name of| cities of Israel till the Son of man be come.”"—-xvi. 
Jesus. It was this trouble which Paul alluded to| 27, 28, “For the Son of man shall come in the 
in the chapter under consideration. Christ was/glory of his Father, with his angels; and then 
not “ glorified in his saints,” until the destruction | he shall reward every man according to his works. 
of the temple and city of Jerusalem. Asa Pro-| Verily | say unto you, there be some standing 
phet, the character of Christ depended upon the| here which shall not taste of death, till they see 
fulfilment of his predictions. As a King, his au-|the Son of man coming in his kingdom.”—xxiv. 
thority would be questioned, so long as a power} 34, 35, “ Verily I say unto you, This generation 
existed adverse to him, and which threatened his}shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled. 
followers with extermination. As a Priest, his} Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words 
sacrifice and office would be nugatory in the esti-|shall not pass away.” Luke xxi. 22, 31, 32, 33. 
mation of many ; and the Jews, in an especial|‘‘ For these be the days of vengeance, that all 
manner, would so consider it, while the temple|things which are written may be fulfilled. So 
lifted its gilded spires toward the heavens—while | likewise ye, when ye see these things come to 
the victim bled in its courts, and ascended in| pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at 
flames from off its altars! The temple at Jerusa-|hand. Verily I say unto you, This generation 
lem was a proud testimony of the Jews’ preroga-|shall mot pass away till all be fulfilied, Heaven 
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and earth shall p4ss away ; but my words shall 
not pass away.” 

The reader is likewise directed to Namber 23, 
p. 184, 2d col. It is by some supposed that, be- 
cause the passage reads “ with his mighty angels,” 
&c., it must liferally mean the angels coming from 
above. Persons of this description will, we think, 
experience a little surprise, when they are told 
that the original will not justify this mode of con- 
struction, unless they will admit the messengers 
sent to spy out the land, who were received by 
Rahab the harlot, were angels from heaven like- 
wise! The word ayyeds, (the same in both pla- 
ces,) means messenger ; and angel meaning mes- 
senger, this use of it is not improper. Every mes- 
senger of Christ, commissioned by him with “good 
tidings of great joy which shall be to all people,” is 
anangel! And all other messengers, commission- 


ed from a contrary source, who preach sad tidings! 


of bad things, which “ savoureth not the things 
that be of God, but those that be of men,” are 
devils. For Christ, (see Matth. xvi. 23.) thus ap- 
plies the term, Satan, to Peter. 

Of the word rendered everlasting, in this pas- 
sage, we have so often defined it, that any remarks 
at present would be superfluous. We, therefore, 


shall only say, that those who would wish to con- 
sider this word in its true sense, may learn its 
longest meaning by consulting Isa. vi. 11. Those 
who are determined that the time or period signi- 
fied by this word shall never end, are welcome to 
pull and stretch it till they are tired ! 


We conclude with a remark, which, in our 
opinion, is an important one; namely—Jt is a 
very easy, and very popular thing too, agreeably 
to modern usage, to misconstrue, pervert, and 
make the Scriptures appear contradictory ! But, to 
show their consistency, their union, the harmony 
of the general tenor of their doctrines, as one 
great and sublime whole, is very unpopular; and 
very hard it is to be believed, or gain the assent 
of those who prefer the errers of men to the truths 
of God! If a man is an infidel who denies the 
Scriptures in the gross, be is not less an infidel 
who denies them in delail. If God is our Father, 
and we are his offspring, where is the man who 
can clear himself from the sin of blasphemy, who 
accuses the Deity of purposes of crucliy conceiv- 
éd toward his offspring, which would blacken the 
character of a man, even to think of, much less to 
inflict them upon the children of his body? «If 
ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children.’ —Reader, make the application ' 

—— 
“A GOOD CALVINIST" 
(Concluded from p. 301.) 

I fear that one day, or other, you will get upon 
shoals and quicksands, and make shipwreck of 
faith. Without faith we cannot please God. We 
are told that ali men have not faith ; that it is the 
gift of God. The faith that purifles the heart is 
tbe faith the apostle bad reference to, when he 
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says, You that have obtained like precioys faith 
with us. For with the heart man believe) unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth COnfession i, 
made unto salvation. By grace ye are saved, 
through faith, and that not of yourselves, for it jg 
the gift of God. Blessed is the man to whom \, 
Lord will not impute sin. That as sin hath reign. 
ed unto death, even so might grace reign throuss 
righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Chris 
our Lord. We must give the glory due unto jj 
name, for he is the Lord our righteousness and 

strength. He has commanded us to work out o». 
own salvation with fear and trembling, knowing 

that it is God who worketh in you to will and 

do according to his good pleasure : neverthele« 

we are not to sit with folded hands, and Say, that 
God will do our part and his own too ; we are po 

to be passive. We do not reason so with respect 

to the present life : every one is busily employed 
in the concerns of time and sense ; one to hx 
farm, and another to his merchandise. It is in the 
use of means that God has appointed ; and we 

must be found in the way of righteousness to ob. 

tain the blessing : for he will be inquired of by the 
house of Israel to do this for them. He spas, 
and it was done; he commanded, and it stood 

fast. God can work with, or without means: he 
has appointed the means as well as the end, as to 
the salvation of his people ; and we shall be with. 
out excuse at the day of judgment, if we do not 
use the means that God has put in our power. Ap 
apostle says, he can do all things through Chris 
strengthening him: and the same apostle said thet 
God had given him all them that sailed with bin 

nevertheless they must remain in the ship, or they 
could not be saved. It is very absurd to say that 
I shall be saved if I am to be saved: no, we must 
obey the command, as Peter did, though he bed 
toiled all night and caught nothing ; neverthe- 
less, at the command of Christ he let down the 
net, and the consequence was, he enclosed a mu 

titude of fishes. Notwithstanding, as the centu 

rion observed, if Christ would say but the wor! 
his servant should be healed. We must obey 

Stretch forth thy hand—arise, take up thy bed, 
and walk—seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and 
it shall be opened. Why did Moses command tle 
children of Israel to stand still and see the salva 
tion of the Lord? But they were commanded (0 
go forward, and not to stand still. Be up ani 
doing—press towards the mark. We must seek 
the Lord while he may be found, and call upon 
him while heis near. We are not to be idle spee- 
tators in our Master's service : let us not imitate 
the slothful servant that hid his Lord's talent int 
napkin ; but let us sow to the spirit, that we wey 
of the spirit reap life everlasting. 

Let us aim at the glory of God, and the salv 
tion of our immortal souls. However we my 
differ in some things, I cannot believe with you 
that all mankind will be saved: I cannot see #y 
ground for such a belief in Scripture. I must differ 
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fom you in opinion with regard to Peter and Ju- 
hs; for Jesus said to the former, Blessed art thou, 
simon Barjona ; and I give unto thee the keys of 
‘ie kingdom of Heaven : whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in Heaven, and what- 
«ever thou shalt loose oa earth shali be loosed in 
Heaven. Now show me one blessing that Christ 
pronounced, separate from the rest of the apos- 
jes, on Judas, or you may consider me as one of 
his calumniators. You ask if a doctrine that saves 

oly a part of mankind, does not make God par- 
sal? Lask you if God has not an undoubted right 
do what be will with his own? If man has, 
which you will not deny, the Lord, who is a sov- 
reign, and made all things, has a right to do what 
ve sees best for his own glory. I ask, Who can 
hinder, or Who can add one cubit to his stature, 
ormake one hair white or black? He rules with 
absolute sway, and none can stay his hand, or say, 
What doest thou? To him every knee shall bow, 
and every tongue confess. He is God over all, 
and blessed for evermore. The natural heart of 
wan exalteth itself against the sovereignty of God, 
its Creator, and would call in question his wisdom 
and power. Man would be wise, though he is 
born like the wild ass’s colt. Be still, and know 
that 1 am God, saith Jehovah; and besides me 
He will be acknowledged as 


f-y 


there is no other. 


such, and worshipped and feared by men and an- 
gels: he is omnipotent, omnipresent, and omnis- 
cient, as the Psalmist says, “ Whither shall T flee 
from thy presence? If I take the wings of the 
morning, and fly to the uttermost parts of the 


earth, behold thou art there.” 
his all-seeing eye: though we should make our 
bed in hell, or in the depth of the sea, all things 
are naked and open to him with whom we have 
to do. He searcheth the heart and trieth the 
reins of the children of men ; and he will arraign 
them at the bar of his justice, where they will hear 
that righteous sentence, Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant, enter into the joy of thy Lord ; 
or, Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the Devil and his angels. Permit me to 
ask you, if God was partial when there were many 
widows in Israel in the days of Elias, when the 
heavens was shut up three years and six months, 
and great famine was throughout all the land of 
Israel; but unto none of them was Elias sent, save 
uuto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, uato a woman that 
wasa widow. Likewise, there were many lepers 
iw Israel ia the time of Eliseus, the prophet, and 
none of them were cleansed, saving Naaman, the 
‘yrian. What shall we say to these things, if God 
he for us, who shall be against us? The wrath of 
man shall praise him, and the remainder of wrath 
he will restrain. 

| hope your wrath will not be as great as was 
manifested against Christ by thosein the synagogue, 
tor they rose up and thrust him out of the city, 
and led him unto the brow of the hill, whereon 


We cannot escape 





their city was built, that they might cast him down 
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headlong ; but be, passing through the midst of 
them, went his way. No doubt they were sensible 
of the truth of his declaration, by their resent- 
ment. 1 know that women are forbidden to speak 
in the church; yet they may have a zeal, if ac- 
cording to knowledge. They have this to comfort 
them, that Christ Jesus did thank his Father that 
he had hid these things from the wise and pru- 
dent, and revealed them unto babes; for so it 
seemed good in his sight. At that day there were 
many blind guides; for Paul declares of such, that 
they are false apostles, deceitful workers, trans- 
forming themselves into the apostles of Christ: 
and no marvel, for Satan himself is transformed 
into ap angel of light ; therefore it is no great thing 
if his ministers also be transformed as the minis- 
ters of righteousness ; whose end shall be accord- 
ing to their works. Put on the whole armour of 
God, saith the apostle, that ye may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the Devil; for we wres- 
Ue not against flesh and blood, but against princi- 
palities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked- 
ness in high places: above all, taking the shield 
of faith, wherewith you shall be able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked. Letno man deceive 
you with vain words ; for because of these things 
cometh the wrath of God upon the children of dis- 
obedience. Let us come up to fight the battles of 
the Lord against the mighty—fight manfully—fear 
not, little flock, itis your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. Grace be with all them 
that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. This 
is the wish of a good Calvinist. A. B. 
REMARKS. 

When a Calvinist preaches Arminianism, it ig 
always done with an ill grace! A. B.’s third para- 
graph, if its length comported with its sentiments; 
would make a tolerable Arminian sermon. There 
is but one expression which savours of John Cal- 
vin, namely,—* God has appointed the means, as 
well asthe end.” Will A. B. please to answer.— 
You believe, and teach, that God has appointed 
endless misery to be the end of a great portion of 
mankind. Now apply your logic. “ God has ap- 
pointed the means as well as the end.” You con- 
ceive it to be impossible for the wicked to escape 
the end appointed them. Pray answer—Can they 
escape from their sins, which are the means? Ac- 
cording to your doctrine they cannot. How bypo- 
critical, then, to call upon them, and blame them 
too, for not doing that which it is absolutely im- 
possible for them to do? Your string of quota- 
tions, with your application, do not weigh a fea- 
ther, in this, your own view of the subject. You 
must, in future, keep one eye on your premisses, 
@d the other on their conclusions ; for, depend 
upon it, if you do not, they will run away with 
your arguments ! 

A. B. is strangely set to work, to damn poor Ju- 
das. Now we have a question. A. B.'s fourth 
paragraph commences with asking for evidence 
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to prove that Christ pronounced one blessing up- 
on Judas, separate from the rest of the apostles. 
We ask A. B. if Christ pronounced any blessing 
upon mankind generally, separate from Peter, or 
any of the apostles, and called them by name ?— 
How many will be saved, if all are damned who 
cannot produce their names in the New Testa- 
ment, coupled with a blessing ? 

A. B. then attempts to prove God's right to do 
what he pleases, on the principle that no one is 
sufficiently powerful to call him to an account ; 
and because all mankind are his property. Rea- 
son teaches us, that if mankind is the property of 
God, he will preserve his property, and not give 
it to the devil, nor destroy it! We are at a loss to 
know what use A. B. would make of the widow 
and the leper. Will A. B. argue, because only 
one widow was assisted, supernalurally, and one 
leper cleansed, &c. that only one of the human 
race will eventually be saved? We assure A. B. 
that our wrath is far from being great, and that we 
are quite willing A. B. should pass! 

A. B.'s fifth paragraph is pretty much like the 
others, made up of disjointed passages. Indeed, 
the whole may fitly be termed a Calvinists solilo- 
quy. Quoting and disjointing passages, without 
noticing their connexions, and without regard to 
the subject which the inspired writers had in view, 
may fill up a sheet of paper, but will never en- 
lighten the understanding, nor reform the heart. 
We recommend to A. B. to adopta criterion from 
the Scriptures, and in future to be governed by it 


See Acts iii. 21, where Peter, speaking of Christ, 
says, “* Whom the heaven must receive, until the 
times of restitution of all things, which God hath 
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since 


the world began.” A. B. with an eye fixed upon 
this passage, may always distinguish between the 
prophets and apostles of God, and false prophets. 
For all God's prophets have testified of the “ res- 
ditution of all things, since the world began.” 

We coincide with A. B.’s wish, that the grace 
(favour) of God may be with all who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity : and we assure A. 
B. that we do not believe any unbeliever, who 
does not love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, 
ever did, nor ever will have (i. e. possess a con- 
sciousness, amounting to a certainty, of) the favour 
or grace of God, exercised toward them. We, 
however, relying upon the promises, look for- 
ward with certainty to the glorious period, when 
« All shall be taught of God ;” and in this divine 
knowledge reap a full fruition of those pleasures 
which are at God's right hand. To conclude.— 
We receive, with pleasure, the assurance that A. 
B. is a “ good Calvinist ;” but, it is with greater sat- 
isfaction we announce, that we believe the time 
is coming, when A. B. will become a good 
CHRISTIAN ! 

When every tongue shall swear, “In the Lord 
have I righieousness and strength,” and to Him 
shall come, al/ men will be good Christians. 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
“Society ror tHe Investicatioy anp Esr,s. 
LISHMENT OF GosprL Truty.” 
SUBJECT, 

Acts xvi. 30, 31. “ Sirs, what must I do to be an 
ved? And they said, Believe on the Lord 4A 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house, be 

The above passage was regularly before the s, 
ciety for six evenings. It was observed, on the 
fourth evening, that our opponents had evaded the 
question, namely, “ What is the sinner to beliere 
of Jesus Christ, the belief of whieh will confer sa: 
vation ?”” The Rev. Dr. Covel then said, that he 
would tell us, and declared, that “ The sinner my« 
believe that his sins are forgiven, and that God lop», 
him as though he never offended.” And added, thar, 
“by forgiveness of sin, he meant Justificatioy 
In reply to some observations, Dr. ©. afterwan; 
said, that, “God loved man when he created hip, 
but did not lore him after he sinned, with {hy 
same love he loved him with before he sinned. p; 
C. was then told that there was an “ incongryir, 
in his premisses ;” and was requested to « recon. 
cile his contradictions.” Dr. C. then appealed to 
the “justice of God;” and asked, “ whether j 
would be just in God, to take the wicked antedily. 
vian world to heaven, and leave righicous Noa\ 
and Lot, to struggle with the miseries of this 
world?” In reply, he was told, that, on his ow, 
premisses, it would be just. For he declared tha: 
“ God loved sinners as though they never offended, 
and had justified them ;” consequently, being 
justified, and loved of God, He would take them 
to Heaven, and not send the just, whom he loved, 
to a hell of endless misery! And as to righteous 
Noah and Lot, the justice of God could not tx 
impeached, on the plea that he dealt with them 
contrary to their just desert; for Noah was 
drunken, and cursed his children! And Lot wa 
guilty ef the complicated crimes of drunkenness 
and incest ! 

On the fifth evening, at the opening of the dis- 
cussion, a copy of the following, containing Dr 
C.’s admissions, was read, and left on the desk, 
earnestly requesting him to answer, namely— 

“ A man must believe that his sins are forgive, 
and that God loves him as though he never offeni- 
ed ;” and that “ by pardon, or forgiveness of sin 
is meant justification.” That “God loved man 
when he created him, but did not love him afle 
he sinned, with the same love he loved him with 
before he sinned.” In the first place, it is declared 
that “we must believe that God loved man 
though he never offended,” and likewise “ beliere 
that our sins are forgiven, and that we are jus!'/ 
ed.” Now I would ask, Will God justify a man, 
when he is so great a sinner that he cannot love 
him ? He likewise declared, that “ Christ stands 
between an offended God, and an offending world 
I would ask, Is God offended with his creatures, 
when he has “forgiven their sins, and justified 
them ; and /oves them as though they never offend- 
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Does “ Christ,” whom you declare * stands 
wetween an offended God, and an offending world,” 
tand between that love which “loves sinners as 
hough they never offended,” and “ forgives their 
ins,” and “ justifies them?” Will you admit 
nat men are now justified, agreeably to your own 
jeclarations, and the passage you quoted from 
Paul, namely—* Therefore, as by the offence of 
one, judgment came upon all men to condemnation ; 
ven so, by the righteousness of one, the free gift 
came apon all men unto justification of life?” If 


vou will admit it, please to answer, Is the con- 


demnation spoken of by the apostle, as the conse- 
quence of sin, and which came upon all men, a 
har, or hindrance, to their future happiness in ano- 


wer world? If you answer, JVo ; then the doc- 
rine of the salvation of all men in Christ is es- 
tablished. If you answer, Yes; then you con- 
tradict and deny your own and the apostle’s pre- 
misses; for you declare, that the “ sinner must 
believe (hat his sins are forgiven,” and that “God 
ores him as though he had never offended ;” and 
hat, “ by forgiveness is meant justification ;” and 
the apostle declares, as you quoted, “ even so, by 
the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon 
all men unto justification of life.’ Now, remem- 
ver, unless you admit these facts, thus stated, to 
be true before the man is called upon to believe 
them, you call upon him to believe a lie! and you 
are “found a false witness of God ;” for if God 
has not forgiven men’s sins, and loved them as 
though they never offended, your preaching is 
vain, tnd all mankind are yet in their sins. Fi- 
nally, Paul declares, Rom. v. 17, where your quo- 
tation is found, that “ much more they which re- 
ceive abundance of grace, and of the gift of righ- 
gousness, shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.” 
| submit this to our brother C., and, in the pre- 
sence of God, solemnly require of him an answer 
to the questions asked ; telling him, that “If he 
speak not according to the things written in the 
Book, it is because there is no light in him.” 

Dr.C. did not reply ; but observed, at the close 
of the evening, that he would reply at a future 
meeting. He was furnished with a copy of the 
above; and a special meeting being appointed 
forthe purpose, on Friday evening, the 11th inst. 
he appeared, and the subject was discussed, by 
Dr. C. on the one part, and the Editor of this pa- 
peron the other, in the presence of a crowded 
audience. 

Although the conduct of this gentleman, con- 
trasted with a certain Calvinistic clergyman in 
this city, on a late occasion, is highly honoura- 
ble, still we are justified, in our opinion at least, 
in saying, that he evaded answering, and raised 
objections which had no existence except in ima- 
gination! He alleged that the Scriptures might 
be quoted in detached passages, in such a manner 
as to make perfect jargon; and that if the con- 
nexion to his declarations had been introduced, 
tmight have altered them: thereby insinuating 
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that his declarations were perreried: but when 
asked, “If he would undertake to say, that he 
did not, at the time referred to, make those de- 
clarations in form,” he did not deny it. We add, 
with regret, that our respectable friend, Dr. C., 
then attempted to reason away the force and 
meaning of his own premisses; namely, That 
“God loved the saints in Heaven, as though they 
never had offended.” He was told, in reply, that 
his declaration was, not the “ saint in heaven,” 
but the “sinner on earth” was loved by God, &e, 

Dr. C. then spoke of “ four kinds of justifica- 
tion, as contained in the Scriptures,” and deela- 
red, that, agreeably to Rom. v. i. we were “ justi. 
fied by faith.” He was told, that the division of 
the chapter, (the 5th,) was in the middle of a sen- 
tence; and, in cenjunction with an erroneous 
punctuation, perverted the sense of the passage. 
Paul declares, (see iv. 25.) of Christ, “ Who was 
delivered for our offences, and was raised again 
for our justification, therefore, being justified, (by 
his resurrection, see 1 Cor. xv. 17.) by faith we hare 
peace,” &c. This peace proceeds from our faith, 
or belief of the fact that we were justified by 
Christ. Again, Paul declares, at the 9th verse, 
“ Much more then, being justified by his blood,” 
&c. not by our faith. It was likewise added, that 
Dr. C.’s first definition of justification was the 
right one ; “ By forgiveness of sins is meant just- 
ification : and, that God loved sinners as though 
they never offended.” And that this was in ac- 
cordance with the prophet, Isa. xliv. 22. “Ihave 
blotted oul, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and 
as a cloud, thy sins; return unto me, for I have 
redeemed thee.” Therefore, this justification once 
admitted, and the thing is done ! 

Dr. C. contended that “the promises of God 
were exclusively to his people ; and that God 
would not heap promises upon the heads of vile 
wretches.” He was told that the promise was, 
that in Christ, the seed of Abraham, “ all the na- 
tions and families of the earth should be blessed.” 
Consequently, if there were “ vile wretches” 
among the “families of the earth,” the promise 
was extended to them! See Rom, v. 8, 9. 

Dr. C. again took refuge, in what he called, the 
justice of God; spoke of “ Christ, in the charac- 
ter of Mediator, standing between the justice of 
God and the sinner, and imploring the mercy of 
God for the sinner ;” strange to tell, contrary to 
the justice of God, which required the sinner's 
misery ! He was informed that the justice of God, 
agreeably to his own law, threatened nothing 
which could prevent the promises of life and sal- 
vation in Christ from being conferred. For Paul, 
Gal. iii. declares that the law, “ which was 430 
years after, cannot disannul, that it should make 
the promise of none effect.” That God had threat- 
ened nothing but temporal punishment in the 
law, and that Christ saved the sinner from his 
sins ; not from the just punishment due him for 
his sins. That the Jove of God to man was the 
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cause of “ Christ's giving himself a ransom for all,” 
&e. That God was calleda “ Just God and Sa- 
viour ;”’ but nowhere a just God and a destroyer ! 
Christ reconciled man to God, not God to man. 

Dr. C. declared, that “ when a man feels con- 
demned, his sins are not forgiven.” He was told, 
that it was readily admitted, that “ he that be- 
lieveth on the Son of God hath life ; and he that 
believeth not on the Son shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God abideth on him.” This is per- 
fectly rational, for “ God loves man as though he 
never Offended ;” but the unbeliever is damned, | 
or condemned, for not believing this truth ;—de-| 
nying that “ God is Love,” the wrath abideth on 
him. No unbeliever can have life from a being 
whom he supposes has nothing in store for him 
but death and damnation! If “ this is life eternal, 
to believe in thee, the only true God,” &c, then, 
not to believe, was the reverse, eternal (aionion) 
death. Consequently, every unbeliever is eter- 
nally damned,—every believer has eternal life. 
But this eternal life, and eternal death, last no 
longer than the man is the recipient of the faith 
in God, or denies, and is an unbeliever of the 
truth, that “* God has justified him, and loves him 
as though he never offended ‘” 

Our reverend friend Dr. C. finding his Armin- 
ian ground untenable, then sought refuge within 
the pale of Calvinism, and argued directly in the 
face of his own assertions. To prove that God 
did not lore all sianers, as well after, as before 
they offended, he introduced Rom. ix. “ Jacob 
tave I loved, but Esau have I Aaied ;’ and con- 
tended, that God hated sinners on account of their 
evil works, In reply, he was told, that the con- 
nexion to the passage quoted, declared, of Jacob 
and Esau, “ For the children being not yet born, 
neither having done any good nor evil,” &c. made 
it evident, that Esau could not be Aated for, or on 
account of his sins or eri/ works, for he had neith- 
er “ done good noreril.” Farther, that it would 
have been better, had the word been rendered 
slighted, and not hated. The declaration of 
Christ, “ He that Aateth not his father and mo- 
ther,” &c. if qualified, would afford a proper com- 
ment upon this passage 

Dr.C. then argued, “ that the redemption by 
Christ was, not from actual transgression but, on- 
ly from original sin.” This view was clearly pro- 
ved to be erroneous, from Rom. v. 16. “ And not! 
as it was by one that sinned, the gift; for the judg. | 
meat was by one to condemnation; but the free 
gift is of many offences unto justification.” Rom. 
iii, 21—24, was also adduced in proof of the extent 
of the justifieation of God, through Christ. 

(> It is reraarkable that it did not occur to Dr. 
C., when he first made his declaration relative to 
God's love, and the justification of the sinner, that 
if God made no account of actual transgression, 
and Christ did not include it in the sin he came 
to save man from, that man can retain his actual 
sins, and goto Heaven with them! This absurdi- 








just punishment due them for their sins. 
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ty grows out of the supposition, thet Christ's re. 
demption consists in his saving sinners ftom the 
‘ , and 
their saving themselves from their sins; that js 
averting the indignation of God by repentance. 
&c. which partakes of the efficacy of the Roman 
Catholics’ penance.) 

Dr. C. then exhorted the audience to beware 
of the errors taught by us, and declared, that be 
“ was afraid to preach peace,” but “ warned them 
of the dangers which surrounded them,” &. && 
In reply, he was told, that we were not afraid to 
preach peace ; for “ Christ had made peace throush 
the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile jj 
things unto himself,” &c. (Col. i.) And Paul de. 
clared, (Rom. x. 15.) “How beautiful are the 
feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, ang 
bring glad tidings of geod things.” Therefore. by 
inference, oy the contrary, How ugly are the fee: 
of them that preach war, and bring sad idings of 
bad things!!! 

Dr. C.,in reply, said, that “ we should receive 
the thanks of drunkards, &c. for our preaching to 
them that they could go to Heaven in their sins, 
&e. But here we forbear. We believe Dr ¢. 
had he reflected a moment, would not have use; 
this mode of expression, after our repeated exp|, 
nation, that Christ would save men from their sin, 
by taking away all that will offend, and renewin: 
them in their minds, agreeably to the covenan: 
which blots out their transgressions. 
man cannot. go to Heaven in his sins, when hy 
has no sins. One thing, however, is certain ; any 
man would deserve the thanks of the drunkard, 
who should cure him of his disposition to ge 
drunk. We explained, as much at large as the 
time would permit, that sin would bring misery, 
and not happiness. And, that “ wisdom’s way: 
are ways of pleasantness,” &c. We stated, that 
the redemption by Christ would he complete. As 
a simile, we did not go to a prisoner in Algirene 
slavery, and tell him that the U.S. A. had re- 
deemed or ransomed him, i. e. made it possibi: 
for him to escape ; put him in a salvable condi: 
tion ; that is,in a state in which redemption wes 
possible! &c. 

Dr.C., in reply, plead the “ignorance of the 
creature ;” said that “he was so d/ind, that the 
prisoner hugged his chains, and had rather remain 
in his prison, so great was his blindness,’ &c. Dr 
C. had spoken the time allotted, (which was fi- 
teen minutes, in succession,) and retired from the 
desk at seven minutes before nine o'clock ; (nine 
o'clock being the time appointed for the end of 
the discussion,) we were interrupted in our rep) 
by ariotous vociferation of, “ Nine o'clock ! .Vin: 
o'clock !” which was cried, (like the worshippers 
of Diana,) for the space of about three minutes: 
when, our Chairman having called our noisy Ar 
minian friends to order, the offices of Christ were 
explained, and their efficacy proved, by reading 
Isa. slii, 7, “To open the blind eyes, to bring ow 


Surely « 
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rs from the prison, them that sit in dark- 


the prisone f the prison-house.” Thus ended the 


ness oul 0) 


scussion. - A 
— recapitulation has necessarily been brief. | 


ii we have, through inadvertence, introduced er- 
rors, Dr. C., we hope, will point them out. We 
entreat him to consider, that his declarations, re- 
ative to God's loving the sinner, and justifying 
him, &e. are (ruth ; and that it is as much impos- 
«ble to connect truth with error, and harmonize 
them, as to make the clay and iron, in the feet 
and toes of Nebuchadnezzar’s image, amalga-| 
mate and mix. We appeal to him for the truth of | 
the declaration, that he did not reply in form to| 
our interrogatories, which we submitted in wri- 
We think they cannot be replied to, and | 





tmg 
conditional salvation supported, after admitting 
the trath of Dr. C.’s declarations. And, if they | 
are denied, we pledge ourselves to prove them | 
‘rye, from the Scriptures, against all arguments 
which our oppenents can produce to the contra- 
ry. To allour opponents we say, Defeat to you 
is more glorious than victory ! The destruction of 
your hypothesis will be the signal for a universal 
‘ubilee. The destruction of your bypothesis will 
he the destruction of error. Our laurels bloom | 
without the cypress !—On the truth of our doctrine 
are suspended the eternal destinies of a guilty 
world ! Ep. 
+ eo 
COMMUNICATED. 
LUTHER'S WILL 

Hist of Charles V., vol.3. p.3¥3,314. By Robertson. 

His whole life of ambition and cruelty well 
comports with the character he gives of himself in 
his last will, &e. &e. “I am known (says he) 
in heaven, in earth, and hell ; and possess conse- 
quence sufficient for this demand, that my single 
testimony be believed; seeing that God, of bis 
Fatherly compassion, hath intrusted to me, 
though a damnable man, and a miserable sinner, 
the Gospel of his Son; and hath granted that | 
should be so true and faithful in it, that many in 
the world have received it by me as a doctor of 
trath ; while they contemn, with detestation, the 
bands of the hope of Cesar, of kings, of princes, 
and of priests; yea, of all devils. Why then may 
it not suffice for this disposal of a small estate ? If 
the testimony of my hand be affixed, and it can be 
said, Doctor Martin Luther, God’s notary, and 
witness of his Gospel, wrote these things.” 


Remarks, by the Historian. 

“Such a character as that of a damnable man, 
and a miserable sinner, will every such imperious 
and persecuting tyrant as Martin Luther have, to 
subscribe, when, Cain-like, he is convicted that 
his own works are evil, and his brother's righte- 
ous. ‘ Out of thine own mouth wili I judge thee, 
thou wicked servant.’” 

The above is from the last will of Luther, as 
above quoted, and a true copy, 

ea 
For tue Gosret Heracn. 
HOPKINSIANISM. 

Not long since I was invited to attend a prayer- 
meeting, which, to satisfy some of my friends, I 
did. After they were collected together, the 16th 
chapter of Luke was read, and all were invited to 
make any comment, for edification ; but no one 
appeared to say any thing on the subject. After 
sighing, one brother began to tell what a revival 
there had been in Athens, up the North River ; the 
amount of which was, that there had been a sorry 





wild girl, who had reformed at the age of sixteen ; 


sil 


and several more to the same amount. The con- 
versation, however, turned to what a dreadful 
thing it is, that the Universalist doctrine is spread- 
ing so fast. They remarked, that the Universalist 
would go through thick and thin. After several 
sighs, it was further added, that this doctrine was 
fast spreading all over the country ; and we, in 
the cause of Christ, ought to exhort all to leave 
such dreadful sentiments, or we shall be but poor 
helpers with Christ. 

If meetings of the above description are the 
means resorted to for edification, | say, deliver 
me from them. The prayers, generally, were 
more for the cause of the reverend Dr. Spring, 
and his church, than for the cause and church of 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of all men. It appeared 
to me, that all their enjoyment proceeded from 
the thought and expectation, that thousands of 
their fellow-men would be endlessly miserable. — 
If this is their comfort, free me from al! their ways. 

W.s.L 


——a 
To tHe Epitor or tue Gosres Herarp. 


Mr. Eprtox,—Sir, your New-Year's arguments 
in a debating room (that for comfort and proprie- 
ty should be three times as large,) pleased me 
much. You handle your carnal weapons admira- 
bly, against the yet more carnal ones of your ad- 
versaries. But, Sir, all this while you only fight 
and slay them in the letter, bodily ; dare you give 
them a broadside of allegory, and annihilate them 
spiritually also? One man talks of nature's book, 
as being that of darkness and death, rather than of 
light and life. And in the face of our Saviour’s 
parable, and of Paul's argument, when he says, 
“ Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quick- 
ened except it die ; and having the metamorphis 
of the silk-worm ; yea, and the very germ of our 
life passing from our father to our mother, as our 
minds do from time into the womb of eternity, 
with the same mysterious identity; he yet for- 
sooth asks us, (although the heavens declare his 
glory, and the firmament showeth forth his handy- 
work ; and day unto day uttereth speech, and night 
unto night certifieth knowledge,) what the book of 
nature can do to assure us of a revivification ? 
and he gives us Socrates, as an evidence of its ine 
sufficiency. Sir, Christianity is as old as erea- 
tion. The tradition which Socrates spoke of, from 
Neah, of the soul's immortality, was obtained 
from this very neglected book, which taught hi 
his divine morality, and Plato the blessedness of a 
commonwealth of equal property. It was this 
book which told Confucius that we have received 
lights from Heaven, and should perfect them, as 
we do our gardens. No written language existed 
before Moses gave the law on the mount, except 
this of nature, which is pre-eminently that of Je- 
hovah God, (letters being that of man,) hence the 
Egyptian hyeroglyphics, as to matter of fact, are 
as much before a written description, as the sight 
of an oak tree itself is a more accurate and deci- 
sive explanation, than any thing in writing. 

By the forbidden fruit of selfishness, the Esyp- 
tians lost the meaning of God's signs and symbols, 
every where visible—they forgot that sheep are so- 
cial ; bees, ants, beavers, and all living creatures, 
are social and equal on the pasture, and on the 
earth: that a bar of gold, or steel, is a social co- 
hesion of particles, otherwise utterly useless. Is 
the savage as social as the barbarian with his tame 
flocks? or the latter, as the agriculturist, in the 
present state of improved society’? But have we 
the Saviour? No, not yet: we are advancing, 
step by step, antil at length the Holy Ghost 
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descend, in the second advent, the nations be 
judged, and all become commonwealths. 

Sir, I admire that discretion which keeps you 
to the letter, in this infaney of light. Were I to 
stand up, and say, that there is a resurrection of the 
body politic on earth, where the true Saviour will 
be found, the hue and cry might be, Away with 
him—crucify him—he comes too near home ; he 
loves the poor too well. Yet, Sir, in plain En- 
glish, without we do alleviate the condition of the 
poor, by sharing our possessions wth them, we 
cannot be equal, we cannot be saved, there is no 
resurrection. 

Your constant subscriber, 
E. P. PAGE. 

Vote —Our correspondent must, in future, should 
he forward his productions for publication, treat of 
the Kingdom of God, not of the commonwealth of 
men, (a bypothesis,) without any testimony from 
the Scriptures to supportit. If whatis meant b 
a second advent, is the descending of the Holy Spi- 
rit, hea it has commenced nearly eighteen bun- 
dred years ago! The nations are now judged ; and 
God is now rewarding every man according to his 
works. For, “ Our God is the God of salvation ;” 
and “ all his ways are judgmeitt.” Ep. 

—— 
For rar Gosret Heracv. 
THE NEW YEAR. 


O! God of nature, and of love, 

Whose throne is fixt in Heaven above, 
To thee our thanks we owe ; 

Another year has pass'd away, 

And thou hast kept as to this day, 
And made our cup o’erflow. 


Throughout the year, which just has gone, 
Thou hast thy love and mercy shown 
To our rebellious race ; 
The earth has yielded her increase, 
Our happy land has been at peace— 
O what unbounded grace! 


From pestilence and famine free 
Columbia, land of liberty, 
Has seen a joyful year ; 
From foes without, and foes within, 
Thou bast our great Protector been, 
A Friend for ever near. 


The seasons in their course have run,— 
The genial influence of the sun, 
With the refreshing shower,— 
Have crown’'d our favour'd fertile land, 
Have shown the wonder of thy hand, 
Aad thy Almighty power. 
But all seed apie | att are, 
They're nought when with them we compare 
‘That great, that Faas plan ; 
Which thou, ere time began, design'd, 
‘To show thy love to ail mankind, 
saving fallen man. 


Years in succession away, 
And all the works of man decay, 
Thy word still stands secure ; 
That ise which of old was made 
That Christ shoul] bruise the serpent's head, 
Makes our salvation sure. 


O may we then apply our days 
To om & ath pleasant, peaceful ways, 
And contemplate that ag 
That glorious year of jubilee, 
When Adam's race shal! all be free, 
And sin no more appear. 
E. 5. G. 
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ABOMINABLE NONSENSE 

_ “In forming characters, God exercises neithe 
ustice nor injustice. In the creation of meni 
agents, and in the formation of their charact “2 
God exercises his sovereignty. He has a viele 0 
create as many rational beings, and to give ,. 
every one such natural faculties, and such a m, 

al character as he pleases. He forms the yj ly 
character, that he may damn the person. who .,! 
sesses it, for the promotion of the greatest goyg 

Reader, the above is orthodoxy! It is tha: ki i 
of stuff, which, nowadays, will entitle a may ( 
nods, and winks, and bows, and, above all 1, , 
enormous salary! We have already remarked “ 
Sse ene is the very essence of jy. 
double distilled. Is the question asked, How , an 
you prove your God to be just, when he mai 
thousands of men for the very purpose of damyin. 
them? Why, forsooth, to be sure, ele, &e ie 
why, “ God exercises neither justice nor injysice 
in damning, or in creating men that he may damn 
them!!! That is, it is “ neither just nor wnjngy” to 
do this!!! Now we really wish some of they 
Hopkinsian Doctors of Divinity would ajar 
somewhat of their pride,—think of themselves as 
an enlightened public think of them, and for ones 
or twice venture into the columns of this paper: 


lo 


pos- 


—_— 
“ On Him was laid the iniquilies of us all.’ 

How? Ans. He laid them on himself. Volunta. 
rily subjected himself to all the consequences, 
without the cause ; (sin) and suffered by sy Mpa 
thy, and from the guilty, as though they were ip. 
nocent and he the offender, and died for his eye. 
mies, That is for their good. 


a 
“ With his stripes we are healed.” 

Healed of what? Ans. Sin! How are we hm. 
ed? Ans. The knowledge of the Jove of God, 
communicated through the medium of Jesus 
Christ, cures us of our disposition to sin, by com. 
municating to us a spirit of dove and gratitude to 
God, which prevents our sinning. God grant 
that this medicine may be universally admiuiser. 
ed; and we will answer for the effect, thut it 
will cure men of every sinful passion, and make 
them prefer the glory of God, and the good of 
their fellows, above even that greatest cousidera- 
tion, the love of MONEY itself!!! 


i 
*,* Our Subseribers are informed, that the rea 
son why we printthe G. H. on paper of a poorer 
uality than has been used, is, because the city ot 
ew-York contains none of a better quality. This 
paper, bad as the colour is, is the best Royal prio- 
ting paper this city affords! And costs ff cents 


per ream more than the paper heretofure used, 
Therefore, we have no remedy. 


a 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
The “ Society for the Investigation gnd Exal- 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” will in future bold 
their meetings in the Saloon at Wasnivetos 
Hatt, Broadway, to commence Monday evet- 
ing, Jan. 21. This Saloon will bold two thousand 
persons. 
——— 
ications, forwarded b for publicatina in ths 
post paid. Cay Correapondants tre intored, 
stationed at the entrance of the Printing-Office, No. 
7 for the ron of their Communications. 
N.B. ipts this Paper are received at No 454 Pex! 
Street. The First Volume of the G. H. bound or otherwise, ms) 
be obtained at the same place. 
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